ARTS, TRADES, PROFESSIONS TAX.

MUNICIPAL administration in the larger towns of the
Madras Presidency was first supplied by legislation in
1865; but for some years previously there were towns here
and there in which a voluntary system was already in force,
under the auspices of the district officers and the leading
native residents. The rates, taxes, tolls and fees leviable,
with the approval of Government in each case, by the Town
Commissioners, consisted of (1) a rate on houses and lands
according to the annual value thereof; (2) of a tax upon
arts, professions, trades, and callings; (3) of taxes on
carriages and horses; and (4) of a toll upon carriages,
carts, and animals entering the municipal limits. Similar
conditions prevail at the present time. At the date of
Lord Hobart's Minute, those liable to taxation under the
second head were graded in eight classes, the lowest paying
one rupee, the highest fifty rupees. Few officers possessing
actual experience of Indian municipalities will be found to
endorse the objections entertained by Lord Hobart to this
petty professional tax. It is very much the same thing as
the license tax which must be taken out in England by
barristers, solicitors, wine-merchants, etc., every year ;
except (and the exception is in favour of the Indian tax)
that liberty is given to the Commissioners to grade the less
prosperous men in a lower class. In one of his reports on
Bengal municipal taxation, Mr. (now Sir George) Campbell,
the Lieutenant-Governor, remarked that "the favourite
(so far as any tax can be favourite) form of municipal